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What is WikiTree? 
Founded in 2008 by Chris Whitten 

 
 
Mission: to connect the human 

family on one tree that's free 
and accessible to everyone 

 
Designed to balance privacy and 

collaboration so that living 
people can connect on one world 
tree to common ancestors 



What is WikiTree? (cont.) 
 

Privately collaborate with our close family members on modern 
family history and recent connections 

 
Collaboration on deep ancestors is between distant cousins who are 
serious about genealogical research and careful about sources 

 
Because all the profiles are connected on the same system our 
collaboration is creating a single family tree that will eventually 
connect us all and thereby make it free and easy for anyone to 
discover their roots  

 
No "premium" memberships and nobody is charged for access to 
anything. Ever. 

 
Those who actively help grow the tree must agree with the mission 
and Honour Code 



Our Honor Code Nine points: 
1. Collaborate 
2. Accuracy 
3. Assume mistakes are unintentional 
4. Courteous to everyone 
5. Privacy 
6. Copyrights 
7. Credit 
8. Sources 
9. Keep info as free and open as possible 



Privacy vs. Collaboration  



Enter profiles by hand or upload 
a GEDCOM 

Entering by hand gives you the opportunity for a 

Genealogy do-over. 

 

Uploading a GEDCOM creates all your profiles with all 

information from your files included. 



Importing a GEDCOM 
Before importing a GEDCOM make sure you have at least 

a birth date or a death date for every individual. 

 

After Importing a GEDCOM your files become a part of our 

big ole shared tree. 

 

The GEDCompare report shows close matches that were 

found between people in your file and existing profiles on 

WikiTree. Carefully review each suggested match to 

determine if it is indeed a match, if so it should be skipped. 

You should also skip people with Unknown or Living as 

their name. 



Anatomy of a WikiTree 
Profile 



The Header 



The Data Fields 



The Body 



DNA 



Images 



Followed Tags 



WikiTree’s G2G Forum 



Categories 







How to Get 
Started 

Talk to one of the project leaders 
and ask for a badge 

Add one_name_studies to your 
followed tags 

Contact current Study 
Coordinator or start your own if 
one doesn’t exist 

See:http://www.wikitree.com/wik
i/Project:One_Name_Studies 



What To Do Once You’re Set Up 
1. Start by adding your one name study category to your profiles. 

 

2. Look for other profiles with the same surname & post them to your study. These may be 

confined to a specific geographical area. 

 

3. Invite members by the same name or who are researching the same name to join your 

study. 

 

4. Add your surname origin and meaning to your study. 

 

5. Add a table and post your yDNA results. Encourage other members to do the same so that 

closer comparisons can be made that will help you create your own yDNA signature. 

 



What To Do Once You’re Set Up 

6.  If you have DNA test results from other family members, add the tests along with links to their profiles. 

 

7. Post your direct family line as a family unit & then invite others with the same surname to post their 

family line as a separate family unit, etc. In this case, the goal is to find a link between family units using 

traditional &/or DNA research. It would be especially helpful to outline profiles that show the results of 

your yDNA test. 

 

8. Are there any famous notables by the same name? Add them to your study and encourage members to 

post their connections since they are usually proud of the connection and posting about it is discouraged 

on the notable's profile. 

 

9. Add commentary for discussion. Who are your brickwalls? Are there any weak links that need more 

sources? Are there any interesting stories passed down through your family? 

 



What To Do Once You’re Set Up 

11. Add sources and resources. Are there any published books based on your surname with 

possible links? Historical societies in your geographical area of study that hold files on your 

surname? Family Historical Societies? Websites that are dedicated to your surname? Links 

for further research? 

 

12. Advertise your study to other members via G2G & invite others to collaborate. Post 

updates on what is new or interesting in your project. The more we communicate on G2G 

about our projects, the better the One Name Studies Project will be. 

 





http://www.wikitree.com 


